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In 2011-12 PAL hosted or co-hosted three
lectures, two symposia, and the two-day
Young Scholars Workshop. Most of our
activitiesilluminated the complexinteraction
between literature and philosophy: the
symposium on Simone de Beauvoir, the
lectures by Alice Crary and Joshua Landy,
as well as Cora Diamond’s distinguished
lecture on literature and moral philosophy.

We also threw ourselves into discussion
about the political and aesthetic purposes
of the literary magazine in a global age, and
pondered the reception of Wittgenstein
in France. Thanks to James Conant’s
fascinating analysis of The Lady in the
Lake, we also investigated the relationship

between film and philosophy.
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In this report you will find highlights of the past
year. Our new series of PAL Forums will kick
off with an informal talk by Owen Flanagan
(Philosophy), and continue with a series of
screenings of Cavell’s “remarriage comedies.”
InJanuary, there willbe asymposium on Music
and Philosophy, organized in collaboration
with Anne-Gaélle Saliot (Romance Studies).
The Young Scholars Workshop in March will
be Writing Is Thinking 2, a new edition of our
exceptionally successful 2011 writing event.
We are also expecting to schedule lectures
by Stefan Collini, Keren Gorodelsky and

Nancy Bauer, among others.

Thank you for your interest in, and support
of, Duke’s Center for Philosophy, Arts, and
Literature. Please see our website for more
information about our upcoming events:

www.duke.edu/web/philartslit/

Toril Moi
Director, PAL

PAL Assistants
Leonore Fleming and Kaila Brown
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Duke graduate students

opened up new avenues
for Beauvoir studies: Amey

Victoria Adkins (Divinity,

Women’s Studies), Azeen

Khan (English, Women’s

Studies, Ali Mian (Religion,

Women’s Studies) and

Ashley King Scheu (PhD,

French).

Focusing on her
interdisciplinary reach
from philosophy to
literature and film, the
symposium provided fresh

perspectives on Beauvoi.

De Beauvoir
Today




After an overview

of the situation of
Wittgenstein in France,
Laugier focused on
Pierre Hadot (1922-
2010), Professor of
Ancient Philosophy at
the College de France.
Well known in the
United States for his
book Philosophy as

a Way of Life, Hadot
was also the author

of some of the first
essays on Wittgenstein
to appear in French.

Crary’s closely argued reading of
Austerlitz showed that Sebald’s use
of an array of narrative techniques
produces a striking, ethical
understanding of the relationship
between human beings and animals.
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From Kwani, we
welcomed: Billy Kahora
and Keguro Macharia.
From n+1: Marco Roth,
Carla Blumenthal, and
Mark Greif
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The theme this year

was Literature, Film

and Philosophy. The
outstanding speakers,
Cora Diamond and James
Conant gave lectures

and spent a full day in
conversation with the

20 participants in the
workshop, which included
Duke graduate students,
invited young scholars
from Stanford, Brandeis,
Johns Hopkins and Boston
University, and, for the first
time, Duke undergraduates
with interests in the field.

On April 5, James Conant (University of
Chicago) and Cora Diamond (University
of Virginia) gave two lectures open to all.
James Conant spoke on “The Ontology
of the Cinematographic Image” and

Cora Diamond on “Murdoch Off the

Map: Or Taking Empiricism Back From
The Empiricists.” Conant argued that we
have to distinguish the category of the
“movie” from that of “film,” while Diamond

drew our attention to the relevance of

literature for moral philosophy, and for the
humanities.

On Apirril 6, twenty invited participants
spent all day discussing texts by Conant
and Diamond with them, in a series of
sessions at Duke’s R. David Thomas
Center.
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